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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Renshaw 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,065,024) in view of Chang et al. (hereinafter Chang, U.S. Patent No. 
6,584,479) and in further view of Lyness (U.S. Patent No. 6,496,842). 

In regard to independent Claim 1, Renshaw teaches in Fig. 2, there is shown a 
web Browser (200) having Java capability, a so-called Java-capable browser, used to 
access html documents or web pages stored for example, on an Internet server (205) 
(alternatively the html documents may be stored on a server accessible via any other 
suitable network, such as an intranet, local area network, etc) (Col. 4, lines 20-26; 
compare with Claim 1 , " a client computer means for the plurality of users to 
access the system"). Renshaw also teaches an Internet server (205) contains at least 
two HTML documents (210) and (215), both containing HTML instructions to be 
rendered to the screen of the computer system running the Java-capable browser (Col. 
4, lines 28-31; compare with Claim 1, "... a server computer means for providing the 
plurality of users with the online HTML document, said client computer means 
communicating with said server computer means over a computer network, such 
as the Internet"). Renshaw does not specifically teach an interactive interface 
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comprising: a display frame with a static HTML layer for pop-up footnotes, graphics and 
ad banners. However, Chang teaches in Fig. 2, a flat panel display (14) (previously 
illustrated in Fig. 1) presents a computer-controlled graphical and textual display (40) to 
a user. The display (40) is created by negotiation (using negotiation module (36), a 
software module executing on computer (20) of Fig. 1) between a primary body of data 
(represented by box (34)) and a supporting body of data (generally represented by box 
(32), with supporting data derived from various sources of data (62), (64), or (66)). As 
can be seen with reference to Fig. 2, the display (40) includes text (48) and graphics 
(46), tables (50), and various annotation tags (including annotation tag (52)) (Col. 5, 
lines 15-28; compare with Claim 1 , "... an interactive interface comprising: a display 
frame with a static HTML layer for pop-up footnotes, graphics and ad banners"). 
Chang also teaches that the annotation tag (52) (which is associated with textual data 
from one of sources of data (62), (64), or (66)) can be selected by moving a mouse 
operated cursor (58) into a region of user focus (59), initiating an animated launch 
sequence that results in display of a "callout" textual annotation (56) (Col. 5, Iines26-31 ; 
compare with Claim 1 , "... a scrolling text frame for holding a text of the document 
and hyperlinks to activate pop-up footnotes and ad banners in the display 
frame"). Chang does not specifically teach a title navigation frame, which includes links 
to other chapters and segments of the document or a custom client frame, which is a 
frame that is designed to a customer's specification includes links to a customer's Web 
pages. However, Lyness teaches easy user navigation of a hierarchically organized set 
of pages at a large web site, as illustrated in Fig. 18. The small display area demanded 
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by the invention to navigate a hierarchy of any size can be placed in a "navigation 
frame" of a browser window, allowing the user to browse the site and from there control 
the content of a larger "main frame" of the window. More generally, the invention can be 
likewise be applied to allow easy user navigation of any hierarchically organized set of 
web pages that may reside in a large number of different sites. For such purposes, a 
node-specific action places the web page advertised by the selected node in the main 
frame (Col. 15, lines 46-52; compare with Claim 1, "... a title navigation frame, which 
includes links to other chapters and segments of the document" and "... a 
custom client frame, which is a frame that is designed to a customer's 
specification includes links to a customer's Web pages"). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine the 
teachings of Renshaw, Chang, and Lyness providing the benefit of easier layout and 
navigation of web page information with enhanced content for the user. 



Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Renshaw 
in view of Chang and in further view of Lyness and in further view of Ono et al. 
(hereinafter Ono, U.S. Patent No. 6,742,163). 

In regard to dependent Claim 2, Renshaw does not teach an identifying HTML 
address code comprises a document identifier, chapter and segment identifier and a 
custom client identifier. However, Ono teaches that it is possible to determine whether a 
page is the top page or not from an address of URL. Normally, URL of the top page 
assumes a shape of "http://aa.bbb" or "http://aaa.bbb/index.html". Here, "bbb" is what is 
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used in Japan and is prescribed as "co.jp" for companies, as "ac.jp" for academies and 
as "or.jp" for public organizations for example. A sub-page has a form 
orhttp://aaa.bbb/ccc/ddd/eee.html". An area delimited by 7 . . . f is called a directory in 
general. It can be seen that URL of the sub-page is located at the position that is lower 
by two directories from the URL of the top page in the above example (Col. 15, lines 1- 
11). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
to combine the teachings of Renshaw, Chang, Lyness, and Ono providing the benefit of 
determining a hierarchy from the format of a URL. 

Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chang. 

In regard to independent Claim 3, Chang teaches that as can be seen with 
reference to Fig. 2, the display (40) includes text (48) and graphics (46), tables (50), and 
various annotation tags (including annotation tag (52)). The annotation tag (52) (which 
is associated with textual data from one of sources of data (62), (64), or (66)) can be 
selected by moving a mouse-operated cursor (58) into a region of user focus (59), 
initiating an animated launch sequence that results in display of a "callout" textual 
annotation (56). The expansion animation typically takes anywhere from about a quarter 
second to about two seconds, sufficient for allowing a user to keep visual track of the 
expanding annotation and maintain proper contextual focus. When user focus changes 
by movement of the mouse cursor, the annotation tag is replaced and the primary body 
of data reverts to its original format by a reverse, contracting animation. As will be 
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appreciated, the animation speed can be fully controllable, with high speed "pop-up" 
display annotations being presented for brief annotations, and longer animations being 
used for more complex annotations positioned far from the annotation tag (Col. 5, lines 
24-42; compare with Claim 3, "... displaying a dormant title image in the display 
frame; rolling a cursor from a pointing device over a hyperlink in the scrolling text 
frame; displaying a footnote and an ad banner in the display frame; (pop-up) 
rolling a cursor from a pointing device off of a hyperlink in the scrolling text 
frame; and displaying a dormant title image again in the display frame"). Thus, 
while Chang does not specifically teach frames, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to conclude that one way to display the 
content of a number of related web pages simultaneously is by the use of frames. The 
benefit would have been to enable easier inter-web page interactions. 

In regard to independent Claim 4, Claim 4 substantially reflects the method of 
Claim 3, and is rejected along the same rationale. In addition, Chang teaches that the 
annotation tag can be primarily textual, primarily graphical, or some mixture of textual 
and graphical elements. Contemplated annotation tags include numeric tags (e.g. 
footnote numerals), greeked or unreadably small interlinear or marginal text, symbols 
(e.g. an asterisk), hypertext links, or thumbnail graphics or drawings in the margin (Col. 
1 , lines 65-67; Col. 2, lines 1-4; compare with Claim 4, "... clicking on the hyperlink in 
the scrolling text frame; and opening a new window over the interactive interface 
containing a web site providing supplementary information"). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James H Blackwell whose telephone number is 703- 
305-0940. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H Feild can be reached on 703-305-9792. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). /l/7s //] 



James H. Blackwell 
04/25/04 




